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assume Mr. Chalabi was right. That the threat that they thought they had to change Iraq into a Western-style democracy, that has proved to be -- and don't sugarcoat it -- a work of failure. There were all these western experts who came in with a plan and the idea was that

they would somehow find a formula.... "Now, they might claim with all their intellectual clarity that they had the formula. But the reality is that there was no formula. They came in with the idea that they would substitute one guy for another. They came in and they said, let's
just just, you know, get rid of that guy or get rid of this guy and then it would all be fine. The reality was that the Iraqi people would not be fooled by that kind of technocratic vision. They would not accept it. "And it didn't work because they would not accept it. And that is what
we have learned. Now they think they will be able to try it again. And we may well be able to defeat it this time by concentrating, as we have concentrated here in Iraq, on two things. First of all, on the level of regional cooperation; there is a close cooperation between Egypt

and the Arab League and the countries of the region and that is very important. "Secondly, there is another level of cooperation. And that is the level of cooperation between our traditional allies in the region, in Turkey, in Syria, and in the northern and eastern countries of the
region. And this level of cooperation needs to be supported in a manner that explains to the people in Iraq, and, I think, exposing, what is the true nature of the threat that the United States and other countries like it in the region are saying we represent. "And you know
something? There is an Islamic, historic danger. There is a chance that, for the first time, we may have an Islamic state. And the people of the region, and they are very passionate, and are very dangerous, as we have seen. But if the United States is saying, don't accept
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