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government is threatening to pull out of the
European Union, unless European leaders
agree to fund construction of the long-
delayed high-speed rail lines that will
connect Paris and Brussels and London to
Berlin, The Times can disclose. The prime
minister, Manuel Valls, was told on Thursday
that he would have to put a price on the new
lines after the EU failed to act on his request
for a fresh financial commitment. Talks are
under way in Brussels to find an extra £6bn
for 2014-2020, following the failure of
leaders to agree to a new budget in March.
But without a fresh financial commitment
there will not be enough money for the first
French high-speed line, which has to be
completed by 2020. Senior French officials
said that if the EU does not fund the new
high-speed routes, they could be put in the
long-term planning but would not be built for
at least 10 years. The exact details are still
being finalised, but an interim government
has requested an extra 100 million euros a
year for a new regional development agency
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to be created to fund the projects. In turn,
the French government will have
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