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network adapters are a convenient way to gain access to the lan or peer-to-
peer networks from a laptop or desktop computer that does not have a built-in
wireless lan adapter. a wireless adapter that is built into a computer or laptop
is called a wireless lan card or 802.11 adapter. some types of network
adapters are built into the motherboard of a computer or laptop, while others
are stand-alone adapters that plug into a slot on the motherboard. to
determine whether a motherboard has a built-in adapter, look for the
following: indicator lights that light up a card slot the 802.11g/b/a standard is
the most common standard for wireless network adapters and uses a radio
frequency technology to communicate with other wireless devices. most
802.11g/b/a adapters work with wpa/wpa2 enterprise security, but some
adapters are compatible with wep security. check the manufacturer's
specifications for your wireless adapter to learn which security protocols it is
compatible with. some adapters support encryption for wep, wpa, wpa2, and
others. if your laptop has a built-in adapter, it is probably an 802.11a/g/b/n
adapter. if your computer does not have a built-in adapter, you may purchase
a usb adapter or pci adapter. if you're looking for a more permanent solution
for your desktop computer, you can purchase a wireless adapter that connects
to your motherboard via pci or pci express slot. when choosing an internal
adapter, check the computer's documentation to be sure that you have an
available slot of the right size on your computer. you'll also want to check that
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the adapter is compatible with your motherboard, as incompatibilities can
cause connection problems.
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If you have a PC with a Bluetooth adapter, you can use a Bluetooth device with
it instead of a USB wireless network adapter. Bluetooth is a shorter-range
wireless technology that works from about 10 feet or less, and there are many
Bluetooth adapters available that use the built-in Bluetooth device in your
computer. With Bluetooth, you can still use the wireless LAN for the projector if
you wish. If you do not have a wireless LAN adapter, you can use a USB
wireless network dongle (small adapter that plugs into USB port) or a wireless
USB adapter (small adapter that plugs into PC's USB port). The key differences
are that a wireless USB adapter can use any USB port, so you don't have to
use the one provided by your computer, and it requires the USB cable to be
plugged into the projector. 802.11 n WLAN is backwards compatible with
802.11 b/g adapters, but not necessarily backwards compatible with 802.11
b/g/n WLAN adapters. Make sure you use the latest drivers for the wireless
adapter you are using. Even though there may be a wireless adapter installed,
it may not be working properly. Typically, these types of adapters require
proprietary drivers to work. This video shows how to detect these drivers and
install them. There are a variety of wireless adapters for different uses. If your
project needs a strong reliable connection, you'll need a USB adaptor. If you
need it for short range, a USB adaptor is likely overkill. If you want something
that is larger and can run a longer distance, you can get a PCI-Express card.
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