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The research team believes that its findings help explain the continued distinction between the two drugs, even though the fact that crack was first invented in the late 1960s should ostensibly make it no longer uniquely the centerpiece of the
nationwide drug epidemic. The study also highlights the disparity in the treatment of crack and powder-based cocaine offenses. When people are arrested and charged with possession of crack, they get put on trial for a crime they did not commit.
Until the Fair Sentencing Act, they face a long sentence. In many cases, the case is dropped, and the defendant walks free. At the same time, there is no program in place for them in the community to assist them with their drug problems, or to get

them housing or treatment for their addictions. The Fair Sentencing Act was a groundbreaking move. The law changed the disparity between crack and powder cocaine to 18:1, down from 100:1. It was signed into law on August 3, 2010 by President
Obama. This is a law that is very important because it is making a huge difference in the way that we treat African Americans, said, Dr. Palamar. It is important to remember that crack cocaine is the gateway drug that leads to the abuse of other
drugs and prison is one of those places that you go for people who use drugs. In 2008, the federal government reported that there were more than 78,000 crack users in federal prisons, of whom 76 percent were African American. There were 2,700
crack defendants in federal drug courts in 2008, of whom 84 percent were black.
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